










	
Shaking the Money Tree will encourage your inner entrepreneur. 
Warshawski stresses that thorough research is 
fundamental to fundraising success and he provides 
concrete, practical ideas to help you reach your goals and 
build authentic relationships with your community and 
audience. He also throws in trade secrets for those critical 
moments most important to amateur fundraisers. For 
instance, he suggests that in certain situations a phone call 
is better than a cover letter for introductory purposes.  

In addition to a comprehensive section on fundraising, this 
book has a career boot-camp introduction that will get 
your brain storming. He helps you narrow your fields of 
interest to find out who your most likely sponsors will be. 

Warshawski’s explanatory notes provide extensive insight 
into grant proposals, such as what to include and exclude. 
The appendix has a fascinating sample proposal that is 
daunting at first, but will ultimately inspire your own grant 
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writing. Without it the reader would loose an educational 
chance to see just what a winning proposal looks like. 
A slim volume, at less than 200 pages, the book it is 
content rich and scannable. The author has broken the 
book into clear sections, complete with bulleted lists for 
quick reference. 
	
I have no doubt that this book will help emerging 
filmmakers get the money they need. More important, it 
will encourage artists to build their practice, create new 
work, and enrich their communities.

Ashley-Martin Dunn (Experimental Animation ‘08 CalArts) 
teaches stop-motion and video to individuals with special 
needs for Santa Clarita Film Festival, interns for GYST Ink 
and lives in Los Angeles. Her new film Fields of Vision, which 
interprets natural optical phenomena such as phosphenes, is 
due out this April. *
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